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Academy of Music of which the Honorary Principal is Brahma-sri Gayaka Sikamani Lingam Iyer Muthaya   Bhagavathar. In this school there are two classes of pupils who are trained to sing the songs of Sri Swati TirunaL    In this way a band of musicians is being reared who  will be the future teachers of Music in the handreds of Vernacular Schools maintained and supported entirely by the State.    In every one of these Schools Music is taught as a separate subject.    No doubt, His Highness' compositions have not become so popular as they deserve to be-The reason is that, as Sriman T. Lakshmana Pillai, B. A., the reputed Travancore Musician says,  ffhis longer   pieces are highly complex and would put to the test the  vocal powers of even an advanced musician".   Another reason is that, he could not have had Sishyas after  the manner of ordinary Bhagavathars who generally train boys in their own home, because of his position as the Ruler  of the State,   But it is to be hoped that the Sri Swati Tirunal Academy of Music referred to above will easily remove this difficulty.
It is not on the field of Music alone that his fame rests. The period of his rule as Sovereign extending to 18 years is one of the brightest Chapters in the history o! Travancore. It was during the reign of this Maharaja that many of the public institutions were started : Establishment of Munsiffe' Courts, framing of the first Code of Laws on the model of the British enactments, completion of Revenue Settlement and Survey, conducting the first Census in the State, establishment of the first English School under State control, opening of the Trivandrum Observatory, the establishment of the first Medical Institution under the Allopathic system, inauguration of the Vaccination department, criminals being given humane treatment, encouragement of science and arts by liberal donations and other forms of help; Rev. Peet of Mavelikara, who had compiled a Malayalam Grammar, was given Rs. 1,000, an English Library opened in the town was given a grant,, of
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